
WELCOME 

 Spend a few minutes greeting everyone in the group. 
 

ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTION 

 What are some ways that people today try to fill the need for belonging? 

 How have you personally behaved in order to be part of a group, a team, a gathering, even your family? 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. Read Luke 15:1-2. Last week we talked about the first two parables following this exchange. This week we focus on 

the third. Just to review, what was the context of these parables? Who was Jesus speaking to and why?  

2. Read Luke 15:11-31. Who are the main characters is this third parable? How do these characters relate to Jesus’  

audience? 

3. What did the younger brother say? What did he do? Describe someone you know who acts like a younger brother. 

4. What did the older brother say? What did he do? Describe someone you know who acts like an older brother. 

5. Describe the father. What did he say? What did he do? Would you have responded differently to either of these two 

sons? Who does the father represent?  

6. When did the younger brother repent in the story? What did he recognize about himself? What does it mean to     

repent? 

7. Which “lost” brother do you most identify with in the story? Why?  

8. The older brother mistakenly believed he belonged in his father’s home because of his good behavior. What        

community did the older brother miss (both before and after his brother returned) because of his misplaced motives 

and focus?  

9. In what ways do you see yourself as better than your “younger brother?” Have you ever actually tried to exclude 

someone from God’s “party?” Explain. 

10. The father went out to both brothers. When given the opportunity to repent and join the party, how did the older 

brother respond? What did he fail to recognize about himself? About his father? 

11. What community with your Heavenly Father do you miss out on because you are focused on the misdeeds of others? 

How could you change your focus so that when the lost repent, you can join the party? 

12. In order to belong to the community that God is building we must repent of bad behavior. We also must repent of 

good behavior done for the wrong reasons. When was the last time you repented? Give an example. 

13. Growth requires vulnerability. What behavior, good with wrong motives, or bad, do you need to repent of right now?  
 

PRAYER 

 Ask your community group to pray that God would help make a true turn from your bad behavior or from the wrong 

reasons you do good things. Pray that God would help each of you to experience true community with God, that you 

would know what it’s like to belong at the party, with the music playing, the ring on your finger, sandals on your feet, 

the robe on your back, enjoying that fatted calf. 

 

 

 Week 2                                          My son,  the father said, you are always with me...  Luke 15:31 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+15%3A1-2&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke%2015:11-31

