
WEEK 3 - RETURN TO GOD 
 

 

WELCOME 

 Spend a few minutes greeting everyone in the group. 
 

ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTION 

 Describe a time when you received a gift that felt like it was given out of obligation. Then share about a gift that was 

given out of love and sacrifice. Compare the two experiences. How did each impact your relationship with the giver. 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. Read Genesis 4:2-7. What differences do you see between the offering Abel brought and the offering Cain brought?   

2. Which offering did God view with favor? Why? 

3. Describe an example of an offering today that would be similar to Cain’s offering to God: one that is self-motivated 

and works driven. Describe an offering that would compare to the offering Abel presented to God: one that is given 

out of faith and sacrifice. 

4. Read Malachi 3:1-5. Verse 2 says that God’s Deliverer will be like a refiner’s fire and like a launderer’s soap. Talk 

about these two analogies. Why is fire used to refine silver? Soap to clean clothes? What is the process? What do 

the fire and soap remove? What is the end result? 

5. What do verses 3 and 4 say the end result is of the refiner’s fire of the Deliverer? What will the Lord then have? Have 

you or someone you know ever go through a time of refining that resulted in a heart of generosity? Explain.  

6. Verse 5 talks about God’s judgment for those who oppress the marginalized. If this is true, what does that say about 

offerings that are used to fight for social justice? Do you think these types of offerings would be acceptable to God? 

7. Read Malachi 3:6-12. What does verse 6 say about God’s character? What does verse 7 say about ours? What can 

we do about our inconsistent loyalty to God? How is a call to repentance actually a call to relationship? 

8. How do we rob God? What’s the difference between a tithe and an offering?  

9. Most people tend to try to control their money. Compare controlling our money and trusting God with our money. 

10. Re-read verses 10 –12. What are the results of bringing the whole tithe?  

11. How have you seen God’s “house” benefit from giving? How have you experienced God’s covering and blessing as a 

result of your giving? How have you seen the nations blessed as a result of giving? 

12. If you are a hesitant giver and have yet to realize the power of tithing, what is keeping you from giving as God       

intended? Control vs. worship? Faith vs. works or fear? Obligation vs. relationship?  

13. What can you do that would turn your heart toward worshipping God through giving? 
 

PRAYER 

 Ask your community group to pray that God would help you trust Him with your finances to a greater degree. 

 

Pastor Chad recommends the following books as additional resources  available in our bookstore in the lobby:  “Your New Money 

Mindset,” “The Treasure Principle,” “Fields of Gold,” “Money, Possessions and Eternity” and “The Total Money Makeover.” 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+4%3A2-7&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+3%3A1-5&version=NIV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Malachi+3%3A6-12&version=NIV

