


We believe we are called as Christians to live life differently than culture tells us we should.  

During this retreat we will look at how Jesus calls us to live generously in the areas of community, 

time and our money. We will provide a space for students to look at how they currently view these 

areas and explore how they can begin to live how Jesus calls us to. Students will have the oppor-

tunity to take a practical look at how they spend their time (via their screen time app), create a 

budget, and discover their love language so they can see how they can best serve their communi-

ty. We are so excited to see how God is going to work in our students lives during this event.  

The day will be broken up into small group time, large group discussion, fun activities and delicious 

meals. Included in this leader guide you will find the schedule, the discussion questions as well as a 

resource page to help you see how we are building the framework for the event.  

Thank you so much for giving up your Saturday to help students process such an important topic. As 

I look forward at where our Student Ministry is headed, I am more and more convinced that every-

thing we do needs to be based on relationship. Gone are the days of just hosting a fun event and 

having tons of students want to come—they are too many other options available to them. Real re-

lationship and community are one thing we can offer the students that they cannot easily access in 

our culture of today. 

We are currently reading Faith For Exiles by David Kinnaman as a staff, and the data they found re-

flects that idea of relationship. David Kinnaman states that we are living in a “Digital Babylon” and 

two of the ways we can help develop resilient disciples is through forging meaningful, intergenera-

tional relationships and help our students develop the muscles of cultural discernment. By providing 

a safe space for our students to process complex principles with trusted adults who care about 

them and want to see them develop into real, loving disciples of Jesus—we are hoping to show stu-

dents how they can live a life of generosity, even when culture tells them it is not worth doing.  

Thank you so much for loving the next generation and helping develop our future leaders! 

Amy 

 

 



1.  Pray.  Ask the Lord for wisdom, for Him to lead your group discussion, and for the students to gain a hunger 

and thirst for His righteousness (Matt 5:6).   

 

2.  Focus on Jesus.  Our main goal is not to convince students they have to tithe or they are going to hell.  Our 

main goal is to help students receive and understand God’s love, and to respond by loving God with all their 

heart, soul, mind, and strength  

 

3.  Get to know your students.  Your focus is on the students, not the content.  Get to know them, value their 

input, and build trust.   

 

4.  Talk less, listen more.  The small group time is designed for dialogue, not teaching.  While students need 

your input and guidance, it’s important for them to openly share their thoughts, opinions, perspectives, beliefs, 

and experiences, even if theirs are different from yours (or are Biblically wrong).  This is the fine art of leading 

and guiding a discussion. 

 

5.  Frequently ask students to explain why they think what they think. This helps them really think through what 

they believe and why they believe it. 

 

6.  Be real, be honest, but use wisdom.  Sharing your own experiences can be a good thing, but students don’t 

need details.  Use good judgment and discretion as you share with your students.  

 

7. Respect all students, even those who share thoughts that differ from the rest of the group.  Remember, you 

may have a student who does not follow God’s standard.  Don’t freak out.  Definitely DO NOT allow other stu-

dents to gang up on, judge or condemn the “pre-Christian.”  Our hope is that by the end of our retreat they 

will “taste and see that the Lord is good” (Psalm 34:8), and delight in His boundaries.   

 

8.  What’s said in the group stays in the group.  Remind students that we’ll be talking about some heavy 

stuff, encourage honestly and confidentiality.  It’s important that they make a commitment to confidentiality.   

 

9.  IMPORTANT!  At the end of every section we will focus on God’s Word, and His plan for our life.  As you lead 

your group discussion try to approach these conclusions keeping in mind, simply: “WHY is God’s standard 

best?” 



This is a loose schedule for the day. Thank you in advance for your flexibility as this is a brand new event. 

 

8:30 AM    LEADER MEETING + PRAYER 

9:00 AM   STUDENTS BEGIN TO ARRIVE 

9:30 AM   SESSION 1 - WHY LIVE GENEROUSLY 

9:45-10:30 AM   SMALL GROUP  

    SNACK BREAK 

10:45 AM   SESSION 2 - COMMUNITY 

11:00 - 11:45 AM SMALL GROUP  

LUNCH (FIELD TRIP TO IN-N-OUT) 

1:00 PM   SESSION 3 - TIME 

1:15 - 2:15 PM  SMALL GROUP 

2:30 PM    HIKE/SNACK 

4:00 PM   SESSION 4 - MONEY 

4:30 - 5:30 PM  SMALL GROUP 

5:45 PM   CHICK-FIL-A RUN 

6:45 PM    GENEROUSITY ACTIVITY EXPLANATION 

7:15 - 8:15 PM  GENEROUSITY ACTIVITY 

8:30 PM   DEBRIEF 

9:00 PM   EVENT ENDS 



In this session we will be discussing why we believe we are called to live generously. We will spend 

some time looking in the Bible at how much Jesus mentions the topic. We will look at Matthew 6 and 

the idea that when Jesus mentions that the eye is the lamp of the body he is talking about that this is 

an ancient Judism way of saying that if you have a healthy outlook on life, then your whole body will 

be healthy—meaning if you view the world as being abundant you will make different decisions 

than if you view the world as being full of scarcity. We will also interview two leaders who were 

raised in families that represent each of those viewpoints.  

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

Use this time to build relationship with your small group, go around and make sure you know all the 

students names. Start with highs and lows of the week to get everyone talking.  

 

PASSAGE:  

Matthew 6: 19 - 24 | 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and 

vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

22 “The eye is the lamp of the body. If your eyes are healthy,[c] your whole body will be full of 

light. 23 But if your eyes are unhealthy,[d] your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the 

light within you is darkness, how great is that darkness! 

24 “No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will 

be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money. 

QUESTIONS 

• Does your family have a scarcity or abundance mentality? 

• What stood out about what Amy said? Is there anything you don’t  understand? 

• How does your family act out being generous? 

• What do you hope to get out of this event? Why are you here? 

• How does the generosity that Jesus calls us to go against our culture? 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23305c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+6&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23306d


In this session we will be discussing how we can live out generosity in the context of community. We 

will have the students take a love language test so they can better determine how God is calling 

them to serve their community. We will also be looking at Acts 4:32 and how God used their gener-

osity to shift the culture.  

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

PASSAGE:  

Acts 4:32 - 35 

32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of their possessions 

was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With great power the apostles contin-

ued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work 

in them all 34 that there were no needy persons among them. For from time to time those 

who owned land or houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.  

 

QUESTIONS 

• Who would you define as your community? 

• What was your love language? How do you think that could be manifested as generosity 

in our community? 

• How is our view of community different than our culture’s view of community? How is it the 

same? 

• Was there anything Amy said that caused you to want to react negatively or created ten-

sion in your mind? What was it? Why do you think it made you react that way? 



In this session we will be looking at how we can best use our time to be generous. We will look at the 

creation story and how God used his time (hint: he made time for rest). We will also look at how we 

prioritize our time, what we actually spend our time on (via our Screen Time apps) and talk quite a 

bit about the techniques our phones use to suck our time away. We will also look at Luke 12:34 and 

Luke 10 - The story of Mary and Martha. 

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

PASSAGE:  

Luke 10: 34 - 42|  As Jesus and his disciples were on their way, he came to a village where a 

woman named Martha opened her home to him. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who sat at 

the Lord’s feet listening to what he said. 40 But Martha was distracted by all the preparations 

that had to be made. She came to him and asked, “Lord, don’t you care that my sister has 

left me to do the work by myself? Tell her to help me!” 

41 “Martha, Martha,” the Lord answered, “you are worried and upset about many 

things, 42 but few things are needed—or indeed only one.[f] Mary has chosen what is better, 

and it will not be taken away from her.” 

Luke 12:32-34 | “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you 

the kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that 

will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no 

moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  

QUESTIONS 

• What was your reaction to your Screen Time results? 

• What is something you want to do but you always say you’re too busy? 

• What is an app you can set a limit on? Have them pull out their phones and commit to 

doing it for a week 

• What recharges you? What do you try to convince yourself recharges you? 

• What would a sabbath look like for you? 

• What is the first thing you do when you wake up? What do you think about Amy’s chal-

lenge of using an alarm clock instead of your phone to wake up? 



In this session we will be looking at what it looks like to be generous with our finances. It might be a 

bit tricky for students to completely compute this if they don’t work, but we are going to try and give 

them super practical tools to accomplish this. We will complete a budget, have them take a quiz to 

see if they are spenders or savers and then talk about what the specific struggles are of each view-

point. We will also touch on contentment and  

 

SMALL GROUP DISCUSSION 

PASSAGE:  

2 Corinthians 9:6-8 

Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generous-

ly will also reap generously. Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to 

give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

QUESTIONS 

• What is your biggest unknown when it comes to money? 

• What most intimidates you about money? 

• In what areas are you most content/least content? 

• What did you struggle most with the budget? How is it different than you thought it would 

be? 



WHY LIVE GENEROUSLY 

• Counterfeit Gods By Tim Keller 

• Faith for Exiles by David Kinnaman 

• Emotionally Healthy Spirituality by Pete Scazzero  

• Living Generously Sermon Series at Bridgetown Church in Portland, Oregon 

https://bridgetown.podbean.com/e/generous-living-1571694644/   

COMMUNITY 
• The Art of Neighboring by Dave Runyon + Jay Pathak 

• Practicing the Way Sermon Series at Bridgetown Church in Portland, Oregon 

https://practicingtheway.org/practices/community  

• Love Language Test 

https://www.5lovelanguages.com/profile/teens/  

TIME 
• Ruthless Elimination of Hurry by John Mark Comer 

• Digital Minimalism by Cal Newport 

• Reclaiming Conversation by Sherry Turkle 

• Unhurrying with a Rule of Life Sermon Series at Bridgetown Church in Portland, Oregon 

https://bridgetown.church/series/unhurrying-with-a-rule-of-life/  

MONEY 
• Generous Sermon Series at Ventura Missionary 

https://www.venturamissionary.com/generous  

• The Graduate Survival Guide: 5 Mistakes You Cant Afford to Make in College by Anthony Oneil + 

Rachel Cruz 

• Every Dollar app (https://www.everydollar.com/ ) 

 

https://bridgetown.podbean.com/e/generous-living-1571694644/
https://practicingtheway.org/practices/community
https://www.5lovelanguages.com/profile/teens/
https://bridgetown.church/series/unhurrying-with-a-rule-of-life/
https://www.venturamissionary.com/generous
https://www.everydollar.com/

