
Jeremiah 29:11
 

ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTION 
 

 When you were a child, what did you want to do or be when you grew up? 

                                        
 

 Who is someone you know who has courage? What makes him or her courageous? 

                                        
 

DISCUSSION 
 

The prophet Jeremiah lived and spoke for God during a very difficult time in the history of the Israelite people. Babylon 

had conquered the nation and carried the brightest and most skilled people off into exile. (Jeremiah 29:1-3) Jeremiah 

was called by God to speak the truth about their sin and unfaithfulness to God—the cause of their exile—but also to  

encourage them that God wanted to give them a hope and future. 
 

1. Read Jeremiah 29:10-14. What challenges do you think the Israelites faced while they were in exile? In spite of their   

current circumstances, what reasons did the Israelites have to hope?  

                                       

                                        
 

2. What does verse 11 tell you about God’s vision for His people? In a current challenge you are facing, what types of 

things do you envision when you think of words like, “prosper,” “NOT to harm,” “hope,” and “future?” 

                                       

                                        
 

3. When you have struggled with overwhelming circumstances, how has having a plan, a way through or out helped 

you move forward? 

                                       

                                        
 

4. From the list of God’s plans and promises for His people in these verses—people in the past, and for you today— 

what one(s) are most meaningful to you and why? For example, “God KNOWS His plans for me, and since God 

knows what is best and already has a plan, I can focus on seeking His guidance to follow His plan through the      

difficult season.” 

                                       

                                        
 
 

5. Talk about some of your current plans for your life. Which of these plans are primarily self-centered? What are some 

plans you could add that are other-centered? What current plans might you need to lay aside? 
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6. How can you incorporate prayer and seeking God with all your heart into developing your vision for the future—for 

yourself and for others? What obstacles stand between circumstances today and the future God wants for you? For 

our world? 

                                       

                                        
 

7. What one or two things can you do to move toward God’s promise of a hopeful future for our world? How is our 

faithfulness to God and His message of hope part of making these moves? How is sharing God’s message of hope 

part of His plan for redemption in our world? 

                                       

                                        

                                        
 

8. How is your love for others translating into your hope for others’ future? How will courage be required for you to 

move toward the vision of the future God has for you and our world? 

                                       

                                        

                                        
 

Jeremiah lived in very difficult circumstances, enduring persecution, rejection by some of his own people, threats to his 

life and watching the demise of his beloved nation. Yet alongside his fiery call to repent and seek God, he was confident 

that God will be faithful to His promises to those who love and serve Him. 

 

9. What specific circumstances like poverty, disease, contaminated drinking water and persecution can you address, 

accompanied by God’s message of restoration and redemption? How will taking the next courageous step help you 

move toward the future hope God has for our world? 

                                        

                                        
 

HOPE SERVE EXPERIENCE 
 

 If you haven’t already done so, spend a few minutes debriefing your Hope Serve Experience.  

                                       

                                        

                                        

                                        
 

PRAYER 

 Spend a few minutes sharing prayer requests. Then pray for each other, asking God to help you step out with      

courage toward the vision of hope God has for the future of our world. Pray specifically that God will give each     

person a heart and passion to lean into the difficult circumstances in our world and bring His message of hope. 

                                       

                                        

                                        

                                       

                                        

                                        

                                       

                                        

                                        


