
ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 What different kinds of people are your friends? How does spending time with people who are very different from 

you make you feel? 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. Prior to the story of Zacchaeus, Jesus healed a blind beggar outside of Jericho. It is likely that Zacchaeus heard 

about this miracle (see Luke 18:35-43). Read Luke 19:1-4.  Describe the setting where this story takes place. What 

does Luke 19:3-4 tell you about Zacchaeus? Note: Jericho was a prosperous city at this time and Zacchaeus        

benefitted from this through his position as a chief tax collector in charge of others. 

2. How have you been curious to know who Jesus is? What have you done to satisfy your curiosity?  

3. Whom do you see in your community who seems far from Jesus? How do you feel about interacting with them? Do 

you tend to lean toward or away from these people? What types of things keep you from sharing Jesus with them? 

4. Read Luke 19:5-7. What did Jesus do? How did He address Zacchaeus? What words of urgency by Jesus do you 

see in verse 5? What message do these words convey to Zacchaeus? How did Zacchaeus respond to Jesus’         

request? How do you think Zacchaeus felt about the attention Jesus gave him? 

5. Why would it seem unlikely that Jesus would go to the home of Zacchaeus? What risks do you think Jesus took by 

befriending Zacchaeus?  

6. Tax collectors were employed by the Roman government occupying Israel and often collected unreasonable amounts 

and benefitted personally. The Jews viewed tax collectors as traitors and sinners who were outside of the family of 

Abraham - outcasts. Yet, Jesus was intentional about singling Zacchaeus out and meeting him where he was.  How 

did the people respond to Jesus’ act of friendship toward Zacchaeus? What does this tell you about their hearts? 

7. How can you intentionally befriend those who need to know who Jesus is? How can you help them feel loved and 

accepted? What risks might be involved? How might this put you outside your comfort zone? How can you create 

opportunities to share Jesus with those who might be curious to learn? Often we think of inviting people to church 

as a primary way to introduce them to Jesus, yet Jesus spent time with Zacchaeus in his own home. Where could 

you serve or go in our community that would open the door to interactions with those most distant from Christ? 

8. Read Luke 19:8. What did Zacchaeus declare in response to his time with Jesus? What does Zacchaeus’ response 

tell you about his heart? How did Zacchaeus’ encounter with Jesus change him? 

9. Read Luke 19:9-10. Zacchaeus confessed his sin openly and showed genuine repentance through his offer to repay 

those he had cheated and to help the poor. What does Jesus declare about Zacchaeus in verse 9? What does this tell 

you about how Jesus loved and accepted Zacchaeus 

10. How do you respond to those who express genuine repentance? How do you look at their past? Their future?   

11. Luke 19:10 gives Jesus’ purpose on earth in a nutshell. Acts 1:8 tells us that we will receive power to tell His stories 

- to seek and to save the lost. We have been commissioned and have His authority. When will you begin your search 

for the lost? How will you show them love and acceptance? What will you tell them about who Jesus is? What      

attitude toward the lost will help you accomplish this task that Jesus has given to those who belong to Him? 
  

PRAYER 

 Ask your group to pray that God would help you discern an unlikely person who needs Jesus. Pray together that God 

will show you Jesus stories that would connect with them, whether they are stories from God’s Word for from your 

own life. Pray for ways to communicate love and acceptance toward that person. 
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