
WELCOME 

 Spend a few minutes greeting everyone in the group. 
 

ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 What are some ways to respond to opposition? How do you tend to respond when you encounter opposition? 

 How would you describe the character of the people closest to you? 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. Read Nehemiah 4:1-9.  Sanballat and Tobiah were local officials that opposed the Jews and the work Nehemiah was 

starting in Jerusalem. How did Nehemiah’s detractors communicate their feelings about rebuilding the walls of     

Jerusalem? How did Nehemiah respond? What did he ask God to do? What did Nehemiah and the people do as they 

continued the work God had asked them to do? 

2. What role has prayer played in helping you process feelings of anger, disappointment or discouragement? How can 

praying help you prepare to respond when you face opposition to doing what God wants you to do? 

3. Read Nehemiah 4:10-23. What problems did the people in Judah need to overcome to rebuild the walls of            

Jerusalem? How did Nehemiah and the Jews work together to keep the work going? How would you describe       

Nehemiah’s leadership at this time? How did the people respond to Nehemiah’s leadership? 

4. How do the people closest to you influence your ability to serve God and use your gifts for Him? What qualities are 

important in the people you turn to for advice and support? How does the support of godly people empower you to 

serve in the fact of opposition or difficult circumstances? 

5. Read Nehemiah 5:1-13. What internal struggles were the Jews facing? How did Nehemiah feel about the way the 

nobles were exploiting their own people? How was their exploitation affecting the work of rebuilding the walls? How 

did Nehemiah confront this problem? What was Nehemiah’s motivation in speaking to those who were doing what 

was wrong? What was the result of Nehemiah confronting the nobles? What commitment was made among the 

community of Jews? 

6. Why is it difficult to confront wrongdoing? What should be our motivation in speaking the truth to someone who is 

doing wrong? What result does God want us to seek in dealing with sin? Read Ephesians 4:14-16. How does 

“speaking the truth in love” (vs. 15) result in stronger bonds between God’s people? What image does this present 

to those outside of God’s family? 

7. Who might God be asking you to confront in love? What do you need to do to prepare your heart for the most      

effective interaction with that person? 

8. Read Nehemiah 5:14-19. How did Nehemiah set an example for those around him? How was he a servant-leader? 

9. How can you serve those God has called you to influence? How can you pray for them? How can you include godly 

people in the task of building the body of believers? Who does God want you to serve in the hopes of showing them 

the love God has for them and participating in presenting them with opportunities to place their faith in Jesus? 

10. What kind of opposition are you experiencing in your life that is discouraging you from following what you know God 

wants you to do? Thinking through Nehemiah’s responses, what could you do that would help you persevere? 
 

PRAYER 

 Pray as a group, asking God to help you show justice, honor and care to one another and to the rest of your church 

family, SO THAT those who don’t know Jesus will be impacted by your Christ-like love for one another. 
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