
ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 What is your reaction when you see a detour sign? What do you begin to think and feel? 

 Name some examples of relational, educational, financial or health detours in life. 

 How is showing compassion sometimes inconvenient or distasteful? 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. Talk about some of the interruptions that Jesus encountered during his time here on earth. What was the              

interruption, how did Jesus respond, and what good result came about? 
 

Luke 10:25-37 happens during the last 6 months of Jesus’ life on earth. Jesus is focused on teaching, especially about 

eternal life and the kingdom of God. Opposition from the Jewish leaders is building. 
 

2. Read Luke 10:25-29. Who asks Jesus a question? How does he address Jesus? How does Jesus respond? 

3. Read Deuteronomy 6:5; Leviticus 19:18; Matthew 22:34-40 and Mark 12:28-31. These sections of Scripture are 

often put together in this context. What does Luke 10:27 tell you about what is required to inherit eternal life? 

4. Why do you think the teacher of the law asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” How does Jesus respond? What 

do you think of Jesus’ approach to the teacher’s questions? 

5. Read Luke 10:30-35. Summarize the parable of the Good Samaritan. Note that the trip from Jerusalem to Jericho 

was 17 miles with a steep descent through winding, rocky terrain. There were many hiding places for robbers.          

A priest was a Jewish religious leader, a Levite was a Jewish layman who served at the Jewish Temple, and a        

Samaritan was considered a half-breed—both physically and spiritually—by the Jews.  

6. Why do you think the priest and Levite refused to show compassion to the beaten man? What might it cost them? 

Note that it might have been difficult to tell if the beaten man was still alive. Leviticus 21:1-4 is part of a long list of 

rules for priests that require them to remain “clean.” What does this tell you about the priest’s priority? 

7. What was the Samaritan’s response to the beaten man? How did he feel? What did he do? What did it cost him? 

Note: the money he gave the innkeeper equaled two day’s wages and approximately a two month stay at an inn. 

8. Why do you think Jesus chose to use a Samaritan to illustrate what it means to love your neighbor?  

9. How do rules prevent people from showing compassion? What line would be difficult for you to cross in order to 

show godly compassion to someone?  

10. Talk about a time when you experienced an interruption in your marriage, your job, your plans...Looking back, what 

do you think God’s plan was? Did you cooperate or resist? Explain what happened. 

12. How does showing compassion help you love God with whole-hearted devotion? How does asking God to make you  

      sensitive to the needs of your neighbors help you experience eternal life today? 

13. Identify a current interruption, detour or road block in your life. How might this be a divine intervention? What  

      opportunities does this interruption bring?  

14. Name a way you have taken time for people in the past year. How have you taken a risk, become personally involved  

      or paid the bill? 

15. Talk about an opportunity you know about to show compassion. What could it cost you to get involved?  

      What might happen to the person or people involved if you don’t? How could you begin to “love this neighbor?” 
  

PRAYER 

 Ask your group to pray that God would help you to be in step with and obedient to God as He intervenes in your life. 
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