
ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 Who would you consider to be a great person in today’s world?  Why? 

 What qualities make a person great? 
 

DISCUSSION 

Our passage this week began a little more than a week before Jesus’ death and resurrection. Jesus and His disciples 

were traveling from Jericho to Jerusalem, along with large crowds of other Jews, to celebrate the Passover in Jerusalem. 

On the way, Jesus pulled His disciples aside and explained to them that the Son of Man would be handed over to the 

Gentiles, be beaten and crucified, and would be raised to life on the third day.   
 

1. From the day Jesus was born, there were people who were against Him, wanted to kill Him and tried to trap and   

discredit Him. But Jesus didn’t allow other people to prevent Him from doing His Father’s will. Thinking back through 

various Jesus stories, what evidence do you see that Jesus didn’t let fear determine His future? 

2. Describe a time when you allowed fear to define your future? What happened?  

3. Read Matthew 20:20-28. The sons of Zebedee were Jesus’ disciples James and John. What favor did James and 

John and their mother ask of Jesus? What does their request tell you about their hopes for their future with Jesus? 

What do you think Jesus’ response means? To “drink the cup” means to experience what Jesus was going to       

endure—specifically His suffering. What did Jesus’ greatness cost Him? 

4. Greatness is costly. It doesn’t come easily. What types of things do great leaders, musicians, teachers, athletes… 

sacrifice in order to be great? What has it cost you to choose greatness in character in a tough situation? 

5. Jesus used this opportunity to teach the disciples about what it means to be great, or have great influence—to     

explain that greatness is more than power and influence. What contrast did Jesus present between the Gentiles (the 

world) and Himself? What does this contrast look like today? Does Jesus say it’s wrong to want to be great? What 

does greatness through service to others look like today? 

6. What does it mean that Jesus gave His life as a ransom for many? How did this act of service demonstrate Jesus’ 

greatness? What does it mean for you to follow Jesus’ example in serving others? How could you use your own  

passions, desires and gifts to give yourself away for the sake of others...to go great things for the benefit of others? 

7. Read Matthew 21:12-14. What did Jesus see in the Temple area—also called the Court of the Gentiles? Why do you 

think what was happening there provoked Him to act the way He did? This area was the only place for Gentiles (non-

Jews) to come and worship the one true God. What do you think was Jesus’ purpose for this place? How do you see 

Jesus’ greatness displayed in His actions? Who probably moved away from Jesus at this point? Who was drawn to 

Him (vs. 14)? 

8. The height of greatness is determined by the depth of sacrifice. Jesus sacrificed His own life, for the sake of the    

entire world. How can you display Jesus’ greatness to others?  What might it cost you? What fears might keep you 

from moving forward? How will it require service and sacrifice?   
  

PRAYER 

 Pray together as a group that God would help you seek true greatness. Pray that fear would not deter you from     

following the path God has for you to do great things in His Name, for the sake of others and the Kingdom of Christ. 
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