
ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 Why is speaking the truth sometimes difficult? In what situations do you find it difficult to exhibit grace? 

 How does the way you say something affect the way your words are received? 
 

DISCUSSION 

At the time of this week’s passage, people are beginning to question if Jesus is the Christ and many are believing that He 

is sent from God. They have see Him perform miracles and are amazed by His teaching, especially since He had never 

been a student of a rabbi. The Pharisees and teachers of the Law saw Jesus as a serious threat and were actively seeking 

grounds to accuse Him and have Him killed (see John 7).  
 

1. Read John 8:1-6. Where is Jesus at this time? What is He doing? What did the teachers of the Law and the       

Pharisees do? Why do you think they chose this setting for the public display? What do we know about the woman? 

2. What are common ways people respond when they feel threated? How do Christians sometimes respond when they 

feel their beliefs or religious practices are being threatened? What do our responses say about our motives? 

3. Read Deuteronomy 22:22; 17:7. According to the law, when someone is caught in adultery, who must die? Who 

must throw the first stone? What motive does verse 6 reveal behind the actions of the woman’s accusers? 

4. Read John 8:7-8. What do you find striking or clever about Jesus’ response? How does His response reveal the 

men’s manipulation of the law? What does Jesus’ answer tell you about how He sees the woman’s accusers? How 

does His answer disarm them? What does it tell you about how He sees the woman’s sin?  What qualification did 

Jesus give that prevented the accusers from acting? What do you think Jesus was teaching by His response?  

5. John 1:14. How does Jesus’ response to those trying to trap Him display truth? How does it also display grace? 

6. When we are faced with challenges to our faith by others, what is our motivation in responding to them? How do 

people sometimes defend their faith yet push others away from God in the process? How can we tell the truth with 

grace and hopefully open the door to talk about our need for God’s grace and forgiveness? 

7. Read John 8:9-11. How did the accusers respond? Why?  

8. Note: When Jesus addresses the woman in verse 10, He is using the same term He used to address His mother from 

the cross (see John 19:26). His words are kind, not harsh. What do you think the woman is thinking at this point? 

Who is left standing together? Who is qualified to throw a stone? What does Jesus say about the woman’s sin? 

What direction does Jesus give the woman? What opportunity does this woman have? How does Jesus’ interaction 

with the woman again display both grace and truth? 

9. Is there a past sin that you have been delivered from? How did truth, grace and forgiveness lead to freedom from 

that sin? Is there a current sin that is keeping you in shame? How can you heed Christ’s full message by owning 

your guilt, yet accepting His forgiveness so that you can “go and sin no more?”  

10. Are you quick to grab a stone, pointing out where others have failed and demanding justice? How could you drop the 

stones and respond instead like Christ? Jesus is the only one without sin; the only one who could throw the stone… 

but He didn’t. Instead, He threw it at Himself by going to the cross. Often we think it is our role to throw the stone, 

but in reality our role is to share the message that Jesus took the stone for all who sin.  Who in your life needs to 

hear Christ’s message of grace and truth? How could you convey that message to them? How could you use your 

own story of experiencing God’s grace and forgiveness? 
  

PRAYER 

 Ask your group to pray that God would help you be a vehicle of God’s grace and truth this week. 
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