
WELCOME 

 Spend a few minutes greeting everyone in the group. 
 

ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 After sacrifice, planning, hard work and persisting through obstacles, have you ever celebrated a huge achievement -        

thrown up your glove at the end of a baseball season, thrown your hat after graduation, kissed your bride at your 

wedding, celebrated a cancer free check up, completed a tough assignment at work?  Describe what your attainment 

accomplished and why it was so meaningful. 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. Read Nehemiah 6:15-16. How long did it take the Israelites to complete the task of rebuilding the wall? What is   

remarkable about this? (Note: The wall had been in a state of disrepair for about 150 years before this.) How did the 

enemies of Israel respond to the rebuilding of the wall? 

2. Ezra was a scribe and priest. Ezra and Nehemiah worked together to rebuild the identity of the Israelites in             

Jerusalem. Read Nehemiah 8:1-3. How long were the people listening to the reading of God’s Law? What was the 

people’s attitude toward listening to God’s Law being read? What is your attitude toward time in God’s Word?  

3. Read Nehemiah 8:4-6. How did the people show respect for God’s Law? Who was the focus of the people’s praise 

as they celebrated the accomplishment of building the wall? 

4. In the accomplishment you shared about in the ice breaker question, who have you given primary credit to for  

reaching that goal, achieving that dream? Yourself, other people or God? While there’s nothing wrong with            

recognizing the part your own perseverance or choices have made, or being thankful for the contribution others have 

made to you life, how could you praise God, the true source of success, for a mission accomplished? 

5. Nehemiah 8:9 says that the people, when they understood God’s Law, began to mourn and weep. Why do you think 

they felt this way? How had the reading of the Law affected their hearts? Read verse 10. What did Nehemiah tell the 

people to do instead? What did Nehemiah say would give them strength instead of sadness? 

6. Read Nehemiah 8:11-18. The people had a lot to celebrate. The mission achieved more than a wall. It represented 

restoration. It moved them from disgrace to grace, isolation to community, oppression to freedom. How did they  

exhibit the joy of the Lord in celebration of what God had done for them? How was this also a time of community? 

7. How does sharing in this community of believers empower you to accomplish what God has planned for you?  

8. On Sunday, many of us drew or wrote on a paper “wall” in celebration of God in our lives. What did you or could you 

celebrate about God in your life? How has the joy of the Lord been your strength? How has He helped you through a 

victory? Apart from the tangible triumph, what did this achievement represent? 

9. The greatest thing we can celebrate is that Jesus died and rose again, and what that accomplished. When someone 

trusts in Christ as their personal Savior, it’s party time! The angels celebrate every time this happens. Who have you 

been able to celebrate because they made that commitment? What is your own story that you can celebrate? Do you 

need to make that decision for the first time now? If so, share it with your group so they can celebrate with you. 

PRAYER 

 Ask your group to pray that God would show you His mission in this season of your life. Ask them to pray for       

discernment for what you need to sacrifice, who you need to bring in or join with, how you need to prepare, and to 

give you the strength to persevere despite opposition, so that ultimately there will be a grand celebration. 
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