
WELCOME 

 Spend a few minutes greeting everyone in the group. 
 

ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 What are some groups that require you to conform to their way of thinking or doing things? Have you ever had 

someone suggest the way life should be for you, because that is the way life has happened for him or her? 

 When have you avoided a group because their requirements for membership were unreasonable? 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. What is the difference between becoming a Christian, and living a God-honoring life? 

2. Read Acts 15:1. What requirement were some Jewish Christians giving for the Gentiles to be saved? 

3. Read Acts 15:2-4. How did Paul and Barnabas feel about what the Jewish Christians from Judea were teaching? 

What did Paul and Barnabas see God doing among the Gentiles? 

4. Who do you know that needs to understand the good news about Jesus? How would you respond if you saw them 

turn to God through faith in Jesus? What expectations would you have for them? 

5. Read Acts 15:5. Why do you think the Jewish believers wanted the Gentiles to follow Jewish practices in order to be 

saved? How did the Church leaders handle this dispute—what process did they follow? (See also verses 4, 6-7,12.) 

6. Why is it tempting to add requirements beyond faith in Jesus as God’s Son for someone to be saved? In what ways 

have tried to convince a non-believer that certain behaviors were the right way to live rather than focusing on the 

good news of Jesus? How are you expecting them to “be” rather than inviting them to “belong?” 

7. Read Acts 15:6-9. What did Peter say was evidence that God had saved Gentile believers? 

8. If you are a believer, how has the Holy Spirit been evident in your life? How has your heart been healed or purified by 

the presence of the Holy Spirit? 

9. Read Acts 15:10-20. What does it mean to be saved by grace (verse 11)? How is being saved by grace different 

from following the law to seek salvation? 

10. How did Paul and Barnabas show that God wanted to reach the hearts of the Gentiles? How did James support the 

claim that Gentiles were accepted by God through faith outside of Jewish law? 

11. How could the law be an obstacle keeping a Gentile from turning to God?  

12. If you are not a Christian, what obstacles keep you from turning to God? What would it take to remove that obstacle? 

13. Why is salvation by grace good news? How could we remove the barriers to faith that stand between others and   

Jesus? What kinds of bridges can we build to reach others for Jesus...at work, at church, at school, at home…? 

14. Name at least 3 people in your life who don’t know Jesus as their Savior and Lord. What bridges can you personally 

build to help them understand the gospel? What attitudes or beliefs do you think God wants to change for you to do 

this? What step can you take this week to extend the grace of God to some who needs salvation? 

PRAYER 

 Ask your community group to pray with you about an area you feel conviction about this week - a barrier to remove, 

a bridge to build, an attitude to change.... 

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

WE...Love 
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