
WELCOME 

 Spend a few minutes greeting everyone in the group. 
 

ICE BREAKER/INTRODUCTION QUESTIONS 

 When was a time when you refused help from a friend? When was a time you received help from a friend? 

 What keeps you from asking someone for help? 
 

DISCUSSION 

1. Read Nehemiah 2:1-5. The events in this chapter happen about four months after Nehemiah’s prayer in chapter one.  

How was the situation in Jerusalem affecting Nehemiah? The consequences of looking downcast in the king’s    

presence could mean death. How did Nehemiah use this opportunity in spite of his fear?  

2. It was the first month of the Persian calendar and the king was likely celebrating with royal guests. How did          

Nehemiah present his feelings and wishes to the king? Why do you think he uses this approach? What is the        

difference between taking advantage of someone and inviting them to participate in what God has asked you to do? 

3. What does the king’s response to Nehemiah tell you about their relationship? What does Nehemiah’s response to the 

king tell you about Nehemiah’s relationship with God? How is prayer a part of Nehemiah’s life? 

4. Talk about a time when you asked someone in authority for help. Were you fearful? How did you approach them and 

what were the results? 

5. Read Nehemiah 2:6-10. How do you think Nehemiah prepared for the opportunity to speak to the king? How did the 

king respond to Nehemiah’s request? What difference do you think the king’s help made for Nehemiah and the task 

of rebuilding Jerusalem? In what ways did this move pave the way?  

6. Why is preparation important when taking on a task God has put on your heart? How can you prepare your heart  

and organize your effort for the best outcome?  What are the benefits of having others involved in helping you      

accomplish God’s purposes? 

7. Read Nehemiah 2:11-16. Why do you think Nehemiah was secretive about what he was doing? What did he want to 

know before talking to the officials? 

8. Read Nehemiah 2:17-18. Now that Nehemiah had the backing of the king, he needed a labor force to fulfill his    

calling. How did Nehemiah present the situation in Jerusalem to the people there? How do you think they felt about 

Nehemiah’s presence and authority? What are some of the ways they could have responded? After 150 years of  

desolation, what do you think the task of rebuilding the wall did for the spirits of the Israelites in Jerusalem? 

9. Nehemiah gave up a “good” job as cup bearer for something “great”...the rebuilding of a community. What “good” 

thing might God be asking you to move away from in order to move toward a “great” mission? What things are 

keeping you from taking the first step? 

10. How does a person’s confidence in what God has called them to do inspire others? How can you prepare to invite 

others to help you? How will their participation help the task be accomplished? How will their participation impact 

their own lives? Why do you think God often chooses to use us to do His work? Why does God ask us to work in 

community with other to share Him with the world? 
 

PRAYER 

 Ask your group to pray that God would help you to develop a plan to enlist others in what He is calling you to do. 
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